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and undermining the faith in the sublimity of these three institutions, showing their disdain and their
hatred of them using the false arguments of neo-pagan philosophy, especially of atheists descended
from the pure Aryan race.

For this reason, another great Pope, Pope Pius XI called out to all of the civilized world:

”. . .already, not only in secretive ways but publicly, with shameless sincerity, the sanctity of marriage is
trampled and ridiculed. This is done through the living word, in print, in theaters, romances, erotic
stories and satires, movies, radio programs and through the use of all modern inventions. Divorces,
adulteries and various depravities are praised or else presented in such an enticing manner as though
there was nothing shameful or sinful in them. Publications are appearing that are praised as being
educational; however, they only assume the appearance of being educational in order to gain the
reader’s confidence more easily. They announce principles that they claim as the results of
contemporary studies which are an effort to lay down only all truths, casting aside the ancient
prejudices and superstitions of our ancestors.

Among these old fashioned opinions, they throw out and move aside the traditional Christian
principles concerning marriage.” Here lies a certain type of the suicide of the human race. But, that is
not yet the end. These intellectuals were not certain that this stroke against marriage will have the
desired results, therefore they used marriage itself against the purpose of marriage. And a strange thing
happened. Here they chanced upon less opposition. The attempt on life fared much better than the
attempt on marriage, despite the fact that there is in this world no greater sin and more horrible crime
than the murder of a human being as an embryo. Someone stated so beautifully: “The number of
cradles is decreasing. The number of coffins is increasing. Humanity is pacing towards death. Their grave
diggers are they who, by their vocation were meant to be their life-givers.”

Those people are mistaken; they are very mistaken who claim that this present war is the
second one encompassing the world. Actually, this is really the third world war. The second war began
twenty-five years ago. They had just about announced an armistice in the year 1918 and the soldiers had
just lay down their weapons, when a very great majority of mothers and fathers began their world war
against their own children. Dishonest and unconscientious medical doctors helped in this project. There
was much talk publicly about the enormity and cruelties of war. Yet, wasn’t the cruelest and most
inhumane war, with the greatest number of innocent victims, this twenty-five year war of parents
against their own children?

Today, when | often ask myself why in this present war there is so much ill treatment of
innocent children, so many deportations of young boys to forced labor and the young girls to be used for
immoral purposes, the thought that comes to me automatically is the terrible and horrifying answer:
“|sn’t this the result of the many years of parents murdering their own children?” | don’t know, I’'m only
revealing to you what fills me with fear and great pain. A child’s life is just as sacred today as it has
always been throughout the ages. The commandment, “Thou shalt not kill” was always obligatory for
everyone and especially for a father and mother. Murder was always murder and a murderer was
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always a murderer, but, these kinds of fathers and mothers are not only murderers, but they are also
heartless barbarians without a conscience and without any parental feelings.

| understand that my talk is hard and tough and some may not understand what I'm saying, but
that’s tough. | am only trying to fulfill the advice of Cardinal Merry del Val from whose hands | received
my priestly ordination. In remembrance of this event, he offered me his photograph on which was the
following inscription, “May your learning be the salt of wisdom for the people of God.”

The progressive bearers of education also struck against the unity and indissolubility of
marriage. Christ spoke thus about marriage, making His meaning short and very clear, “Whatever God
binds together, let no man break asunder.” Throughout all the centuries, the Church has not altered
even one iota of Christ’s principles and in that way saved husband, wife and children. In defense of the
unity of marriage, the Church has fought with the learned, the wealthy and authorities of many lands.
Because of this, the Church has exposed herself to derision and ridicule, has lost not only thousands of
wanton men and rebellious women, but has lost entire nations, especially Germany and England, but
the Church did not yield. Someone had written: “The Church lost nations, but saved marriage.”

The doorway to divorce is self-will and inflexibility, obstinacy, self-conceitedness and excessively
insisting on your own word. True, the Church allows a separation and may invalidate a marriage, but the
Church never separates what God has joined. Let all husbands and wives remember this and conform to
it their personal opinions for this is absolutely necessary for their happy family life.

| am reminding all married couples that the head of the family, even in these modern days, is
the husband, just as it was in the days of St. Paul. He is the head of the family, but not a tyrant. In reality,
he should be the servant and everything else for his wife and children. A husband who considers himself
some sort of god in his family, before whom all must walk on tip-toes, crawl on their knees and offer
gifts of thanksgiving, is not a sensible head of the family but a miniature Hitler. He must be a husband to
his wife and a father to his children. Then, he is not only a sensible head of the family, but a loving king
of his small family kingdom.

How will the men respond to this, especially those men who are constantly threatening their
wives that they have only one mother and that their place therefore should be by their mother and not
by their wife? Or how will these men react who are always in movement like that Rumanian gypsy?
Once they are by their wives and then again they are at their mothers’ tables. Or how about those
fathers who strut about like puffed up little cocks and crow about their supremacy over everything?

Just as the husband should be the reasonable and sensible head of the family, so his wife should
be the heart of the family. This heart should be overflowing with sincere, warm affection and dedication.
A wife who is looking for her personal comforts in marriage at the expense of her husband, soon
becomes disillusionment. If, in marriage, a wife is only looking for new thrills, within a very shert time
she will find a heavy surfeit and great boredom. Ask those who are older in age and experienced in the
trials of life. They will tell you the same thing.
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My dear husbands and wives, fathers and mothers, do not look at your home, your marriage,
your family through the glasses of these modern pseudo-intellectuals who give you their own opinions
which do not lead to happiness, but end up in ruin. Hold on tightly to the teachings of Christ, to the
advice, recommendations and instructions of the Church which has over two thousand years of
experience behind it. Then, we will not be asking, astonished and in a stupor: “Are these our parents?”
On the contrary, with wonder and satisfaction we will say: “These are our parents!”
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April 16, 1944
| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

Because of today’s circumstances, it has never been so necessary to emphasize the meaning,
the strength and beauty of marriage and the family. According to the law of nature, marriage at first was
only a contract. Later, the Savior endowed it with the dignity of a sacrament. From then on it became a
strong foundation of society and a source of happiness for people. Marital love should exceed every
other kind of earthly love, not only the love of a child but even more so, filial love and parental love
because Christ said emphatically: “They shall become two in one flesh.”

From this marital love, a new small person, a child, comes into this world; a child, who is part of
both the husband and the wife. For that reason, this tiny guest given by God is usually greeted not only
with great joy, but at the same time with reverence. But a child places certain obligations on these
parents. In the hearts of parents, parents who are kind and good, there is a great love, so great that it
suffices for more than one or two children. Ordinarily, too much parental love poured out on one or two
little persons pampers and spoils these children. In such families ordinarily one sees the fewest obedient
children and the most small selfish snobs.

Despite the claims of various irreligious educators, there is in this world no better and more
influential agent in the raising of healthy, satisfied and happy children than the family itself. For this,
there are no better circumstances anywhere than in the family. Children who grow up to be the very
best adults are typically from families of three to five children. Where there are generally one or two
children in the family, they are pampered brats, who under the excessive and unreasonable love and
adoration of their parents, become unbearable and disagreeable at home and later become a torment
and a cross for their parents, a terror to the other children in school, boorish in company and worthless
in society. In families where there are several children, parental love is not concentrated on one child
but flows over and becomes even greater. Here, children of different temperaments and abilities live in
their own little world, in their own tightly knit society. Quickly and easily their characters are formed and
their abilities show up. This is the reason why history attests to the fact that the greatest percent of the
famous and outstanding people were given to the world by families that were poor in material things
but rich in children, children who were brought up in small places where there were certain shortages,
in difficult circumstances that demanded understanding and dedication. Those who insist that by
limiting the number of children in the family, the children they do have can receive greater and more
solicitous care and they will grow up to be perfect, satisfied and happy adults are making a very great
mistake. Experience in life teaches us that the exact opposite happens and that goal is very seldom
attained.

ARE THESE OUR PARENTS

Many years ago, | received as a gift a book that described the duties of parents towards their children.
At that time | had the custom that if | chanced upon something that was unusually interesting, | would
write it down in my tablet. | was able to make use of many of these notations in later years. In this
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particular booklet | read this opinion: “Children also exert an educational influence on their parents.”
They are somehow educating them.

Does that mean that as soon as they grow up, children begin to redirect their parents’ way of
behavior as certain socialist educators advise? No for such monstrous and unnatural conditions do not
exist in a family. Education is carried out indirectly. The parents themselves, realizing that the child
carefully observes them, realize that they should act in an exemplary manner. They care about this and
try to act in the very best way in order to suppress and destroy their faults. The love and the dedication
which the sight of their child awakens in their hearts, softens their character and renews their heart. The
father talks to this little person most tenderly and gently, holds her in his arms as he would a treasure
that was rare and breakable, that demands special care and gentleness.

The mother, who before may have been superficial, easy going and selfish, from the moment
that tiny babe is placed in her arms, finds in her heart countless treasures of unlimited dedication and
her heavy maternal duties turn into great joy. There also awakens in both parents a feeling of
responsibility for their every word and action. Their life is no longer a game; it becomes a serious matter
along with the understanding that every mistake and every negligence could result in a bad effect on
their child. A willingness to work develops within them in order to provide their child with an easier life
so that this child would grow up in better conditions than the parents had. They want to provide this
child not only with its daily bread but to allow this child some smaller or greater pleasures so that the
childhood of this precious child would be dressed in colors and will remain with this child as a precious
memory for the rest of its life.

The innocent eyes of a child look upon his parents as the ideal of goodness, strength, perfection
and honesty. Isn’t this enough incentive for parents to come as close as they can to this ideal? Basking in
the love of family and the grace of God, the child grows and his soul sometimes blossoms with such
dazzling beauty that the parents are astonished.

However, sometimes at an early age, thorns and weeds appear in this young soul. The parents
then often feel bitter pangs of conscience because they recognize in this child their own mistakes and
shortcomings. From their faults, evil seems to multiply in the child’s soul. But, you must not drop your
hands and give up. You must pull out the weeds, fight their evil tendencies pulling them out by the roots
so that you cleanse the child’s soul so that in spite of everything, this child will grow up healthy and
happy.

The family, instituted by God and renewed by Christ is truly a magnificent, perfect educational
institution. It educates both the children and the parents. When the eyes of these small teachers rest
upon them, their parents must guard against the use of certain words and actions, avoid recklessness
and anger and these faults then these die off because they can’t be seen on the outside. The eyes of
children are like the sun in whose splendor goodness and virtue grows. Humanity would suffer
irreparable losses if the salutary influence of children on their parents were to cease.

For this reason the separation of children from their parents and educating them beyond or
away from the home, is not only a mistake, but itis a crime. Let educators broadcast their theories, let
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the scholars expound their modern progressive theories but this will always remain an irrefutable truth
that raising a child within a family brings everyone the greatest benefits.

In the last quarter of this century was the family the educational agent in our society? First, let
us ask if in general, did families exist according to our Christian definition? True, they did exist, but they
were the minority. The majority of families did not have any Christian existence nor did they have any
Christian objectives. | will give you numbers that verify such a statement.

In 1931, of the 1,060,914 marriages that were contracted 17.3% or 183,564 ended in divorce. In
addition to this, for various reasons, the courts invalidated 4,370 of these marriages

Meanwhile, referring back to that census, there were 29,904,563 families. Of these 5,234,696
had two children; 3,574,362 had three children; 2,273,300 had four children. Only 3,254,488 families
had five or more children. Cold statistics teach us the naked truth.

This present century, besides being considered an era of culture, one that is advanced, an era of
study, knowledge and inventions, had also been named the Century of the Child. There were various
conferences held at which they discussed the affairs of children. There were meetings of specialists,
Congress of Educators, even international meetings of educators. Not hundreds, but thousands of books
were printed dealing with the child. They thought of every possible way to ennoble and assure some
sort of normal development of each child by building huge sports arenas, swimming pools and
introduced gymnastic exercises. They spent fabulous sums of money for all of this.

Did society gain the desired results of all of this? Is the nation, the country or the Church satisfied?
People have hard heads and short memories. People were sowing more unhealthy seeds since the years
1918 from the moment that World War | ended. Oh, | know perfectly well how unpleasant all of this
sounds but , why praise ourselves and condemn others when we don’t deserve the praise just as others
don’t deserve the blame. Let’s look truth in the eyes.

During the time of World War I, due to unusually high earnings, a great percentage of the
people lost their balance. They got drunk on their prosperity both, the older folks as well as the young
people. Please remember that even in this twentieth century, no good comes to a person who has more
in his pocket than he has in his head. Wine and liquor do not affect the head as fast as money does.

After our boys returned from the war, for a few years there were no bad times in America. The
young people were going together and getting married. Naturally, after the wedding they both went to
work. They had already agreed to that before the wedding. Then the so called “Jazz Era” began. People
talked, and especially the young people insisted that they had to retrieve what they had lost during the
time of war. Unfortunately, even the older people are not blameless.

Everybody forgot about the home, the family and the marriage. So, at that time, who stayed at
home? The home lost its authority and was no longer that warm nest of peace and harmony. In spite of
that, this home had so very much more in it than our homes of years ago. It had carpets and pianos,
comfortable chairs and couches; it had electric lighting, gas stoves and various apparatus and modern
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improvements. Despite all of this, it lacked something, that which would draw the members of the
family to that home and keep them at home. The house was still a home, for there was a table, there
stood a cupboard or a chest of drawers with clothing and there stood a bed. This home was only so
much of a home as it served as a restaurant, as a hotel, as a “Pullman Car” or a place to sleep.

As for the families at that time, it is true, not in all of them but in the majority of them, every
person just cared about himself, lived for himself; went his own way; lived at his own pace of life. Each
was absorbed and locked in himself. Everyone was talking about his/her rights; father and mother, son
and daughter, brother and sister. Every person had his own personal key to the house. He went out
whenever he wanted to and returned whenever it pleased him. Parents lost their authority and control
over their children. Finally, often and even the mother turned against the father and standing at the
head of their children she allowed attacks on her husband and their father, until at last he had to resign
from his position. Sometimes the father ruined things for himself because he spent so much time either
in the attic or out in the wood shed by his private business, brewing moonshine. The younger children
roamed the streets until the late hours of the night. The older sons and daughters looked for good times
with their friends in night clubs and local road houses. Young engaged couples who were on the verge of
marrying, instead of thinking about buying their own home, were instead breaking their heads over
what make and type of automobile they should buy. They planned to use it not only to drive to work
every day, but also to drive out of town every evening, not to enjoy fresh air and some rest, but to eat
some chicken and down it in drinks. Then returning home at breakneck speed so that on the following
day they can brag about where they had been, what they ate and drank and how much they paid for all
of that.

| know these situations very well for back then | had an official position and dealt with more
than five hundred young male and female workers, single men and women and young husbands and
wives. There were times when | spoke with them about the realities of life: “Why is your wife working
when you are earning $40 to $52 weekly?” “Because we bought an automobile for a thousand seven
hundred dollars and we must pay it off.” “That’s great, but why don’t you get yourselves a baby?” And
that same man who could allow himself to spend so much money for a car, answered in the same
breath: “A baby is too expensive!” Once | asked a young wife, “When will you have the first
Christening?” She gave me a malicious look and answered openly, “Never, as long as | can help it.” Or,
how about this little flower; “We did not get married in order to have a family. We got married in order
to have good times. Whatever else my husband does, that’s his business, and whatever else | do is my
business.”

You may ask me why | am pulling out these skeletons from the closets of homes, families and
marriages. Why? What do we benefit from this? Because in the past twelve months this certain moral
abscess burst and its unpleasant odor has permeated the columns of all of America’s writings. I'm
thinking of criminal actions, but this time, not only among young people but even among children who
are twelve, thirteen or fourteen years of age. Again, all the intellectuals, specialists, pedagogues and
reformers went to work. They are digging in the corruption present among the teenagers and the pre-
teenagers, looking for reasons, prescribing remedies and handing out medications. This is not a new
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illness. It has burst forth many times. It is an old illness and it is always caused by one and the same
thing. That means that it is the main reason. There can also be secondary reasons, and there are.

The American youth did not sicken suddenly. It was coming on for years. The same thing
happened after the first war. The picture did not change during Prohibition, nor during the time of
Depression, nor during the time of prosperity, nor during the time of World War II. It was waiting behind
the scenes and always existed. However, people did not want to believe. They did not have the courage
to tear apart the veil and look into the souls of young people to see what is hidden there. Some had no
time to make a diagnosis. Others were afraid of what the results would be of a conscientious diagnosis
Lay and religious sociologists ascribed this evil at first to the relaxation and loosening of morals that
happens during every war. Later, they insisted that prosperity was the main reason why young people
went astray. Still later, they insisted that Prohibition was the reason that led young people off the
narrow road of life. Mush later, during the time of Depression, they stated with unfailing certainty that
the American youth are headed towards a general break down due to the fact that there is no work
available for them and for this reason they are lost. Since they don’t have anything to do and they do
not foresee any future for themselves, they search for thrills by leading a risky life. Now, again, they are
placing the blame on the war, arguing that young people have no certainty as to what the morrow will
bring, therefore they insist that they must take advantage of the happiness in those few days which are
at their disposition. We will see later.

Once more, I'm speaking sincerely. The laxity and the corruption among the ranks of children
and young people is not the result of only today’s conditions, nor yesterday’s, nor before yesterday’s.
This is the result of the work and long-time efforts which at first operated in secret because of shame,
but later threw off the mask and under the pretense of learning and progress, supposedly for the
happiness of people, stepped out into the forum publicly. It began the widest scale of activity in high
schools, colleges, academies and universities.

Everything that was virtuous, saintly, Christian and holy was exposed to public scorn, derision
and scoffed at. They called these things old-fashioned, something from the dark Middle Ages, relics from
the past, in a word, “old fashioned. “ None of that fit in with the spirit of the times. It is therefore
necessary to get rid of these opinions that had been sanctified through the ages, throw them all on a
pile and publicly burn them, or at least quietly put them into the family sepulcher and slam down the
cover. Today’s young people must be both modern and modernistic. They must be free and
unrestricted as that bird that flies through the air. They have a right to this because the twentieth
century is a youthful century and belongs to the youth.

The home, family and marriage were the first to be thrown into the fire. These three
strongholds, these three mainstays of Church and nation were attacked simultaneously, vehemently,
incessantly and systematically. One of our latest Popes who | think was Pope Leo XIIl wrote: “Nothing
helps more to overthrow society than moral corruption. It acts like a disease spreading by infection, or
like a current of water that swells when the dam breaks. If these trends do not change, then individual
families and all of society will have to live in constant fear in order not to fall too miserably . . . into
confusion and the relaxation of all law.” Outwardly, these intellectuals were hitting upon these ideals




